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Unite NHS Day of Protest - TOMORROW!

The Unite NHS Day of Protest will be taking place tomorrow.

It is not too late to get involved, full information on how you can show your opposition to the three year pay deal can be found at: www.unitetheunion.com/nhsdayofprotest
Unite members have told us why they feel it is so important to get involved.

Debbie Wilkinson, a paramedic in the Yorkshire Ambulance Service, made it very clear why the day of protest is so important: 

“With a lot of centralization taking place since we became the Yorkshire Ambulance Service instead of 4 regional services many staff now have to travel large distances to work. For example, the South Yorkshire communications centre has closed and fleet garages have been centralized. The other unions seem to be pushing for the re-opener clause to be invoked but this isn’t going to happen.  When the Government has the NHS ‘locked into’ a very low pay structure for 3 years it is highly unlikely they will re-open it and yet Unite are the only union brave enough to say NO. Cut my pay– no way!”

Gill George, Unite NEC member and a speech and language therapist said: 

“Health workers have had enough. We had a pay cut last year, we can’t afford another one this year. Prices are going up and up and up, and our pay isn’t. Gordon Brown might not struggle to pay his electricity bills, but a lot of health workers do.”

There will also be a protest tomorrow at the George Eliot Hospital in Nuneaton, Frank Keogh, will be present to voice his fears over the re-opener clause amongst other issues:

 “Members of Unite the Union working for the NHS have had a pay cut imposed on them, in addition to this years cut a further two years of pay cuts are to be imposed. We are protesting today because we cannot afford a cut in our standard of living. We are the victims of inflation not the cause of it. We see little hope in the re-opener clause being useful next year; we need it to be activated now. It’s now time to go back and renegotiate this derisory deal for our members and all NHS staff.”

The protest in Nuneaton, Leeds and London show the unity of feeling amongst Unite’s NHS members across the country. There are numerous other activities taking place tomorrow, including one somewhere in you. 

It is not too late to join the campaign, and your support is vital for the success of this campaign. To support the Cut my Pay – No Way! campaign and the locations of protests in your region visit: www.amicustheunion.org/nhsdayofprotest
If you have any question arising from this edition of Reps Direct please contact your Regional Officer.
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If you are a workplace representative and would like to be added to the circulation list please contact your Regional Officer.  
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